THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

Aggroupment had been chosen as our representatives in
peace negotiations. I also told them, so that they should
inform the Nationalist Government, that the National
Council of Defence had agreed on a categorical refusal
of all foreign intervention in negotiations, and as a basis
on which these might be brought to a satisfactory ending
had agreed that the Nationalist Government must
guarantee national independence, the evacuation of all
who wished to leave the country, and to make no
reprisals.

The Nationalist representatives replied that they would
communicate all this as quickly as possible to the
Generalissimo and that as soon as they had his answer
they would inform me. They told me that the General-
issimo would almost certainly accept the representatives
chosen by the National Council of Defence, but at the
same time they wished to point out that our representatives
would have as their only mission to seek an accord with
the Nationalists on the manner of surrendering our zone
and the Republican Army, since the Generalissimo would
demand its unconditional surrender, and this in a very
short space of time. Otherwise, they said, not only would
the offensive which he had ready against Madrid be
begun, but also those which were prepared on other
fronts.

Since I knew the opinion of the National Council of
Defence, I told the Nationalist representatives that the
Council would not agree to unconditional surrender, and
that if thev intended to be wholly intransigent we would
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